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CALIFORNIA STATE PARK and RECREATION COMMISSION

De Anza Room, Borrego Springs Resort
1112 Tilting T Drive
Borrego Springs, California

Minutes of the Special Meeting - Thursday, February 8, 2007

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT

Jack Baylis

Caryl Hart

Bobby Shriver, cHaIr
AcquanettaWarren
Paul Junger Witt

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT

Joseph Cotchett
Clint Eastwood, vICE CHAIR
SophiaScherman

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS STAFF

Ruth Coleman, biRECTOR

Bill Herms, bEPUTY DIRECTOR, LEGISLATION

Mark Jorgensen, SUPERINTENDENT, ANZA-BORREGO DESERT STATE PARK
Louis Nastro, ASSISTANT TO THE STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Tony Perez, CHIEF, SOUTHERN FIELD DIVISION

Roy Stearns, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, COMMUNICATIONS

Bradly Torgan, GENERAL COUNSEL

Mike Wells, Ph.D., SUPERINTENDENT, COLORADO DESERT DISTRICT

CALIFORNIA PUBLICUTILITIES COMMISSION

Billie Blanchard, AICP, EIR/EIS PROJECT MANAGER, SUNRISE POWERLINK

SANDIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC

Jm Avery, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

SPEAKERS REGISTERED/REPRESENTING

DavidAiney/Sdlf
CamilleArmstrong/Kindergartenersin Valley Center
Preston J. Arrow-Weed/Quechan Tribe & Ah-Mut PipaFoundation
MarthaBaker/\olcan M ountain Preserve Foundation
Robert Barel mann/Salf

David Baron/Sdlf

K athleen Beck/People' s Powerlink and C.U.S.P.
Jeannie Beck/Sdlf

LindaBriggs/Self

Andy Browne/Self

Ted Caragozian/Sdlf



PRAFT RDRAFT DRAFT DRAFT DERAFT DRAFT

SPEAKERS REGISTERED/REPRESENTING continued

Alan Carlton/Sdlf

Wedley Cater/Self

DonnaCerio/Sdlf

William E. Claycomb/Save Our Bay, Inc.

Frank Colver/Self

Diane Conklin/Mussey Grade Road Alliance

Bill Corcorar/National SierraClub

Bruce Crabtree/Self

Thomas Currie/San 'Y sidro Chamber of Commerce

Violet Devoe/Self

LauraEmerick/Salf

John Federowicz/Imperidl Irrigation District
SaraFeldman/California State Parks Foundation

Pat Flanagan/Self

Jason Fried/Sdlf

Kely Fuller/Sdf

Rick Garland/Visua Pollution & Scenic Preservation Task Force
David Garmon/Self

GeorgelL. Hahn/Self

Dan Hammer/U.S. Senator BarbaraBoxer

Jonathan Hardy/State Senator Denise Moreno Ducheny, 40th District
Krigtin Harmg/Self

Eric Harrison/San Diego & Imperia County Labor Council
MikeHart/Self

Tracy Heida/Self

Ryan Hensor/CaliforniaWilderness Codlition

PeaHicks/Self

David Hogan/Center for Biological Diversity

Larry Hogue/Self

LeonieHolmquis/Sdlf

Geary Hund/The Wilderness Society

MikeHussey/Self

Robin & Lori Ives/Sdlf

Brian Jenningy/Self

Nancy Jennings/Self

Adam Keats/Center for Biological Diversity

Bill Keese/Sdlf

Betsy Knaak/Anza-Boreggo Desert Natural History Association
Joe K ocurek/Assembly Member Lori Saldafia, 76th Assembly District
CeliaLawley/CASE

DianaLindsay/Sdf

Gwenn Marie/Borrego Springs Chamber of Commerce
DonnaMatsorn/Self

JulieMcDonad/Sdlf

Ryan Mimms/San Diego and Imperial CountiesLabor Council
DonMorrill/Self

Carolyn Morrow/CASE

Ray Mouton/Anza-Borrego Foundation

David Parks/San Diego Chamber of Commerce
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SPEAKERS REGISTERED/REPRESENTING continued

AmishaPeatel/CaliforniaChamber of Commerce

L aurence Peabody/Self

Andrew Poat/San Diego Regional Economic Devel opment Corporation
Larry Pustinger/Self

HelenaQuintana/Self

Joe Raffetto/CdiforniaOverland Desert Excursions

John Raifsaider/Salf

Gene Rasmussen/Sdlf

Dr. JamesRickard/Self

Ester Rubin/Salf

Dr. Catherine Saubel/L os Coyotes Band of Indians

Melody Sees/Sdlf

Sharon Lynn Shermar/Self

Gidon Singer/Sdf

Geoffrey Smith/Desert Protective Council & CaliforniaWild Heritage Campaign
Deanna Spehn/State Senator Christine Kehoe, 39th District
Dr. Michelle Stevens/Self

Kay Stewart/CaliforniaNative Plant Society

Tim SullivarvSaf

Martha Sullivar/Self

Monty Tam/Pecific Crest Trail Association

Michael Thometz/M ERIT-M ountain Empire ResourcesInformation Taskforce
ElenaThompson/Self

DenisTrafecanty/Self

MerleVoge /Self

DaveVosySdlf

JamesWard/San Diego County Outdoor Education Foundation
ElizabethWarner/Sdlf

Nancy Wasko/Del Mar Regional Chamber of Commerce
Matt Way/Self

Cliff Webb/Stirling Energy Systems

Sam Webb/Colorado Desert Archeological Society

Terry Weiner/Desert Protective Council

Jason Wells/San'Y sidro Chamber of Commerce

Richard White/Self

Roland Wilhelmy/Sdlf

Judith Withers/Self

KenWright/Sdlf

Joe Zechman/SierraCadl ub San Diego Chapter

CALL TO ORDER

Legal notice having been given, thisspecial meeting of the California State Park and Recreation Commis-
sionwascalledto order at 7:16 p.m. by Commission Chair Bobby Shriver. Chair Shriver thanked everyone
for attending the meeting, and added that the commissioners had enjoyed a pleasant day inAnza-Borrego
Desert State Park. The Chair announced that thiswas a special meeting of the Commission and intro-
duced the commissionersand California State Parks staff who were present, along with former Commis-
sioner Gail Kautz, who the Chair explained had such agreat interest in thisissue that she had traveled
from Lodi tovisit the park again and participatein thisevening’smeeting.
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Chair Shriver explained that the Commissionwould hear presentations partiesdirectly involved with the
proposed Sunrise Powerlink project before opening the meeting to commentsfrom members of the public.
The Chair asked CaliforniaState Parks Director Ruth Coleman to introduce the presentations.

AGENDA ITEM 1.
PRESENTATIONS ON THE PROPOSAL TO CONSTRUCT THE “SUNRISE POWERLINK”
PROJECT THROUGH ANZA-BORREGO DESERT STATE PARK

Director Coleman noted that the commi ssioners had spent the day visiting sitesin Anza-Borrego Desert
State Park along the proposed Sunrise Powerlink route. The Director explained, for the benefit of those
who had not attended the day’ sSite briefing, that the commissioners had heard presentations on Sunrise
Powerlink from staff membersand otherswith avariety of expertise. She added that each of the commis-
sionershad received astaff report on the project in advance of the meeting and that additional copies of
the staff report had been provided thisevening. Director Coleman concluded that State Parks' perspective
on the proposed project had been presented in sufficient detail at thistime, and she recommended that the
Chair proceed with the presentations.

Chair Shriver noted that the staff report referenced by Director Coleman was available to membersof the
publicwhowished to review it. The Chair explained that the Commission would now hear ashort presen-
tation from arepresentative of San Diego Gas& Electric, and that asthe entity responsiblefor the Sunrise
Powerlink project, San Diego Gas & Electric would be permitted 10 minutesto addressthe Commission.

The Chair went on to explain that at thistime he had received 82 requeststo speak, adding that in the
interest of maintaining aquorum of commissioners, aswell asintheinterest of maintaining everyone's
attention and bringing the meeting to aconclusion at areasonable hour, he would be permitting each mem-
ber of the public two minutesto speak. Chair Shriver directed speakers’ attention to the arrangement of
two podiumswith microphones, explaining that hewould call several namesin succession and would like
speakersto form linesat each of the microphones. The Chair stated that it was hishope that speakers
would not mind standing inlinefor afew minutesin theinterest of expediency. He also explained the
function of the speaker timer, which would indicate when each speaker had 30 secondsremaining and
emit aaudible tonewhen two minutes had elapsed. Chair Shriver apologized for the need toimposetime
limits, adding that with over 80 speakersthetimelimitswould need to be strictly enforced.

Director Coleman addressed the Chair with aclarification that after the speaker from San Diego Gas &
Electric astaff member from the Cdlifornia Public Utilities Commission would providethe Commission
with information regarding that commiss on’seval uation process and timelinefor the proposed project.

Chair Shriver thenintroduced JimAvery, Senior Vice President for San Diego Gas& Electric. At thistime
the Chair noted that he heard hissing from the audience. In responseto this, Chair Shriver stated that while
he appreciated that the proposed Sunrise Powerlink project dlicited agreat deal of passion, catcallsand
outburstsof adisrespectful naturewould not be tol erated during the meeting. The Chair emphasized that
every effort would be made to conduct the meeting in amanner that was respectful of everyone present.

Mr. JimAvery, Senior Vice President for San Diego Gas & Electric, presented the commissionerswith an
overview of the proposed Sunrise Powerlink project. Mr. Avery emphasi zed the extensive research that
had been conducted, the cooperative effortsinvol ved, the potential deficienciesof the current electricity
transmission system, reliability issues, and the possibility that existed for utilization of renewableresources,
including the potential for solar, wind, and geothermal power. Mr. Avery provided ahistory of theproject’s
development and sel ection of the proposed route. Mr. Avery also noted that San Diego Gas & Electric had
an existing transmission corridor traversing Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, and that thiscorridor existed
prior to the establishment of the park. He explained that adjacent to the existing power linethere existed
an accessroad for operation and maintenance of theline, and he added that San Diego Gas & Electric’s
proposa would be an upgrade of thesefacilitiesto resolvethe power reliability needsof San Diego and
providethe ability to gain accessto renewable energy resourcesin Imperial Valley.
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Mr. Avery explained that San Diego Gas & Electric had examined the existing 100-foot-wideright-of -way
and concluded that constructing a500 kilovolt line (Kv) within thisright-of-way would requireasignifi-
cantly greater number of tower structuresthan would berequired if theright-of-way could berealigned.
He stated that building within the existing right-of-way would al so requiretal ler tower structuresthan the
proposed realignment, adding that whilethey were significantly taller, the proposed new tower structures
would allow the number of towersin the park to be reduced by approximately 50 percent.

Mr. Avery stated that the existing transmission corridor traversed the highway many times, but that the
proposed new alignment would stay on one side of the highway. Mr. Avery noted that realigning the corri-
dor would also alow thenew lineto avoid several environmentally and culturally senditiveareassituated in
closeproximity to theroute of theexisting transmissionline.

Mr. Avery noted that renditions of the proposed tower structureswere displayed along thewalls of the
meeting room. He stated that whiletheillustrated tower structureswere of the type being considered, San
Diego Gas & Electric would remain open to changesin the structures should such changes be proposed by
State Parks or membersof the public.

Mr. Avery stated that the Californialndependent System Operator, acombined state/federal agency
charged with overseeing therdliability of state’selectrical grid, had determined that constructing anew
500 Kv lineaong what isknown asthe southern corridor wasnot viable, becauseatransmissionline
already existsin thetwo-milewide corridor between Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and the Mexican
border. He stated that constructing asecond line along thisroute would compromisereliability sinceany
linesfollowing theroutewould be equally vulnerableto threatsfrom lightning and wildfires. Mr. Avery
stated that because of this San Diego Gas & Electric had been forced into using the proposed Sunrise
Powerlink routeto the north.

Mr. Avery al so spoke of the proposal to build additional generating plants near San Diego asan alternative
to anew transmission line. He stated that while San Diego was currently dependent on power plantsthat
wereover fifty yearsold, the question was not one of whether to construct more generating plantsor a
new transmission line, but that both were needed. He stated that building new plants powered by fossil
fuel srepresented an ongoing committment to thesetraditional resources, and that apreferable alternative
would beto consider sourcesof renewable energy, which San Diego Gas & Electric believed could be
availableinthelmperid Vdley.

Mr. Avery stated that San Diego Gas& Electric had distributed booklets containing virutally al of informa:
tion he had presented to attendees of the meeting. He noted that San Diego Gas & Electric would con-
tinueto extend invitationsto the public and other stakehol dersin order to encourage and obtain their valu-
able commentsand questions. Mr. Avery concluded that input provided by stakeholderswasand would
remain essential to the devel opment of Sunrise Powerlink by San Diego Gas& Electric, and hethanked
thecommissionersfor their attention.

Chair Shriver thanked Mr. Avery and asked if there were any questionsfrom the commissioners.

Commissioner Caryl Hart asked Mr. Avery if thereliability issuespertaining to the route along the southern
corridor, which she understood to be primarily caused by thethreat of wildfires, could beresolved by
running anew transmission linerun underground along thisroute.

Mr. Avery replied that fireand lightning were the two major threatsto transmission lines along the south-
ern corridor, but that it was not feasibleto place 500 kil ovolt lines underground along thisroute.

Commissioner Hart stated that it was her understanding that 500 Kv lines could be placed underground if
thelineswere placed in two or four separate channelsinstead of asingle channel, and Mr. Avery replied
that Commissioner Hart wasincorrect and that it was not feasibleto place 500 Kv linesunderground in
theregionin question. Commissioner Hart asked Mr. Avery to explain.

A discussion ensued between Commissioner Hart and Mr. Avery, during which Commissioner Hart again
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stated that it was her understanding that it was possibleto place 500 Kv linesunderground, with Mr. Avery
replying that thiswas not possible because of the high temperaturesin theregion. Mr. Avery stated that
nowherein the country had 500 Kv linesbeen placed underground, and he added that the maximum volt-
agethat had been run underground was 345 Kv, which was possible only becausethe 345 Kv linesran
beneath abay wherethe water above could provide adequate cooling. Commissioner Hart asserted that it
could be possibleto run atransmission line of thistype underground by dividing the 500 Kv lineinto severa
smaller lines, and that the California Public Utilities Commission was considering just such an dternative
for Sunrise Powerlink. Mr. Avery then stated that a500 Kv linedivided into four, fiveor six 130Kv lines
could berun underground, but that each circuit would haveto bein aseparate trench, and that thiswould
requirethe addition of cons derablework and expense, including the substanial expense of blasting through
the solid rock that existed along the southern corridor. Mr. Avery concluded that whilewhat Commissioner
Hart was suggesting wastheoretically possible, it could not bejustified economically.

Commissioner Hart asked Mr Avery to confirm that the limitation wasthen afinancial limitation, and Mr.
Avery replied that the additional cost for such aproposal would amount to considerably more than tens of
millionsof dollars, that it would add hundreds of millions, and perhapseven billionsof dollarsto the cost of
the project.

Commissioner Hart thanked Mr. Avery.

Chair Shriver asked if therewere any other questionsfrom the commissioners. There being none, the
Chair thanked Mr. Avery and asked Ms. Billie Blanchard of the CaliforniaPublic UtilitiesCommissionto
make her presentation.

Ms. Blanchard explained that shewasthe California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) project manager
for the Sunrise Powerlink Environmental | mpact Report and Environmental |mpact Statement (EIR/ELS).
Ms. Blanchard noted that the commissioners had been provided with aone-page summary of the CPUC'’s
proceeding process and the EIR/EIS schedule. M s. Blanchard explained that there weretwo parall el
processesfor CPUC review of aproject of thisnature: a“general proceeding” which would be managed
by amember of the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission, and an administrative law process managed by
an administrative law judge. She added that there was also an environmental review processfor which
Ms. Blanchard would act as project manager. Ms. Blanchard then provided highlights of the project’s
proceeding schedule:

Anapplicationwasoriginadly filed in December 2005.

An amended application with proponents of environmental assessment wasfiled in August 2006.
Prehearing conferencesfor the general proceeding were conducted during fall 2006.
TheAdministrative Law Judge compl eted the scoping memo in November 2006.

Testimony exchanges began in January 2007.

Evidentiary hearingson Phases 1 and 2 would take placein July 2007.

The proposed decision by the Administrative Law Judgeis scheduled for December 2007.

A CdliforniaPublic Utilities Commission decision should be made by January 2008.

Ms. Blanchard added that the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission was currently involved in the environ-
mental review schedule, that afirst scoping period had been concluded during fall 2006, and that asecond
scoping period focusing on project aternativeswas underway during January and February 2007. She
explained that the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission would be preparing asecond scoping report based
oninput from the public collected at these meetings, and she added that eight scoping meetingswerebeing
conducted thisweek in San Diego and Temecula. Ms. Blanchard concluded that the draft Environmental
Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement would beavailablein July of 2007, that therewould bea
90-day comment period on thedraft, and that thefinal EIR/ElISwas scheduled for completionin Novem-
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ber 2007. Ms. Blanchard then asked if there were any questionsfrom the commissioners.

Chair Shriver asked Ms. Blanchard to clarify that members of the public were entitled to appear at the
scoping meetings, and he asked her to confirm that one such scoping meeting had been conducted during
the day in the sameroom in which the Commission was now meeting.

Ms. Blanchard explained that a scoping meeting had been conducted in Borrego Springsearlier inthe day,
andthat it had been very well attended. She added that the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission had
distributed 12,000 scoping notices concerning the project alternatives, and that considerable constructive
input had already been received.

Commissioner Caryl Hart asked M s. Blanchard to explain the CaliforniaPublic UtilitiesCommission’'s
position regarding the State Park and Recreation Commission acting asaresponsible party to the Sunrise
Powerlink project.

Ms. Blanchard stated that the CPUC had conducted agency consultation meetingswith State Parks, that
State Parks had expressed adesireto be considered aresponsi ble agency, and that the CaliforniaPublic
Utilities Commission considered California State Parksto be aresponsible agency in the matter.

Chair Shriver thanked Ms. Blanchard for her presentation.

AGENDA ITEM 2:
PUBLIC TESTIMONY ON THE PROPOSAL TO CONSTRUCT THE
“SUNRISE POWERLINK” PROJECT THROUGH ANZA-BORREGO DESERT STATE PARK

Chair Shriver introduced the public comment portion of the meeting at 7:40 p.m. The Chair onceagain
explained the process hewould empl oy to call speakers, and then proceeded to call atotal of 99 speakers,
some of which elected not to speak, over aperiod of approximately two hoursand 40 minutes. After
caling thelast registered speaker, Chair Shriver asked if therewere any unregistered speakerswho
wished to addressthe Commission. There being none, Chair Shriver closed public comment at 10:23 p.m.

Chair Shriver then asked if California State Parks staff would like to comment on any of the speakers
statements. Staff did not wishto respond at thistime. The Chair then asked if the representativesfrom
San Diego Gas & Electric or the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission would like to respond to any of the
speakersor clarify anything that had been said; they did not wishto do so at thistime.

Chair Shriver then asked each of the commissionersin turnto comment on the evening’s proceedings.

Commissioner Jack Baylis stated that he wished to receive clarification of the processthat would require
removal of existing statewilderness designations, and he asked if the Commission could al so be provided
with an explanation of the project alternativethat would involve the construction of anew power line
within the existing easement.

Chair Shriver agreed that some additiona information on the mattersraised by Commissioner Bayliswould
bevaluable, particularly the question of “ choke points’ along the existing easement and referencesthat
had been made to portions of the existing easement that woul d have to be enlarged to accommodate the
Sunrise Powerlink project. The Chair asked Bradly Torgan, State Parks General Counsel, to respond.

Mr. Torgan stated that the current proposal for the Sunrise Powerlink project would require removing 43
acresfromtheir current state wilderness designation . Mr. Torgan added that achangein classification
such asthiswould be adiscretionary action on the part of the State Park and Recreation Commission.

Chair Shriver asked if aprecedent existed for theremoval of designated wilderness.

Mr. Torgan replied that State Parkswas not aware of any designated wildernessareathat had
subsequnetly had that designation removed.

Mr. Torgan continued in responseto Commissioner Baylis question regarding the project alternative that
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proposed construction of the new power linewithin the existing right-of-way. Mr. Torgan stated that
discussions on this subject had been taking place amongst all the project stakeholders, including the Federal
Bureau of Land Management, with regard to identifying the preciselimits of the existing right-of-way. He
added that thisalternative—to keep new devel opment within the existing easement —would require de-
tailed analysisby the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission asthe CPUC had recognized the State Park
and Recreation Commission asaresponsible agency. Mr. Torgan added that theinvol vement of the State
Park and Recreation Commission would add an additional step to theregulatory processif theright-of-
way wasto be expanded. Mr. Torgan al so explained that if right-of-way was not to be expanded it would
decreasethelikelihood that San Diego Gas & Electric would be required to come before the Commission
for an amendment to the Anza-Borrego Desert State Park General Plan, though he added that evenif it
was determined that an amendment to the general plan wasnot required, any changesto existing wilder-
nessdesignationswould still require aCommission decision, dependent on thefinal alignment of the pro-
posed power line.

The commissioners continued with their comments on the evening's proceedings. Each of the commission-
ers commentswasfollowed by enthusiastic applause.

Commissioner Paul Junger Witt thanked everyone who attended the meeting for their passion and orderly
conduct during the meeting, adding that he recognized that it was not easy to listen to opposing points of
view. The Commissioner acknowledged the meeting asasuccessful exercisein public participation. Com-
missioner Witt added that every speaker had been heard and that he and hisfellow commissionersunder-
stood theimportance of thetask that was before them. He thanked the attendees for theimportant role
they playedin aiding the commissioners understanding of Sunrise Powerlink.

Commissioner AcquanettaWarren noted that it was easy for her to agree with Commissioner Witt's
comments. Commissioner Warren added that she appreciated everyone's contribution totheevening’'s
proceedings, though she believed that much research remained to be conducted. She encouraged those
who attended the meeting on both sides of the proposed project to continueto stay involved with Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park. Commissioner Warren al so thanked thelocal citizenry for their hospitality,
adding that visiting the park in person had been far more valuable than reading about it, and that she had
learned agreat deal. Commissioner Warren complimented thelocal citizenson the beauty of the area.

Commissioner Caryl Hart stated that she al so wished to reiterate the comments of her fellow commission-
ers. Commissioner Hart noted that she had hiked to the oasis at Palm Canyon the morning of the meting
along with Director Ruth Coleman and other State Parks staff, adding that she very much appreciated
Anza-Borrego Desert State Park and had perhapsvisited it more than any other state park in her almost
seven yearsasamember of the State Park and Recreation Commission. The Commissioner stated that
sheloved the park and believed everyone who had attended the meeting felt the same. Shethanked every-
onefor participating, expressed the Commission’sappreciation, and added that the commi ssionersunder-
stood their obligation and woul d be taking the matter of Sunrise Powerlink very serioudly.

Chair Shriver recognized Director Ruth Coleman.

Director Coleman stated that she wished to clarify that the procceedings of thisevening’smeeting related
only to actionsthat could take place in thefuture, and that State Parkswoul d be submitting the comments
received today to the CaliforniaPublic Utilities Commission. The Director then asked General Counsel
Bradly Torganto explain the next stepsin the Sunrise Powerlink project asthey related to California State
Parks.

Mr. Torgan stated that arecord of today’s meeting would betransmitted to the CaliforniaPublic Utilities
Commission. Headded that like the State Park and Recreation Commission, the CPUC was currently
gathering information rel ated to Sunrise Powerlink. Mr. Torgan stated that according to the environmental
review schedule provided by Ms. Billie Blanchard of the CPUC, the draft Environmental |mpact Report
(EIR) for the project would bereleased in July 2007. He stated that at the current time, thirty different
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system, non-wire, and route alternativeswere being forwarded to the CPUC for detailed analysisin the
project’ senvironmental impact report.

Mr. Torgan explained that State Parks staff would be reviewing and commenting on thedraft EIR, adding
that they would continueto inform the commissioners of any developmentsrelated to the project. He
reiterated that California State Parkswould be an active party in the California Public UtilitiesCommission
process, and that State Parkswould be submitting testimony and participating in theevidentiary hearings
and related briefingsthat would take placein July 2007. Mr. Torgan also clarified that thedraft Environ-
mental |mpact Report was scheduled for certification and CaliforniaPublic UtilitiesCommissionactionin
early 2008, and that only after that time could the project cometo the State Park and Recreation Commis-
sionfor discretionary action, either regarding the decision to amend the general planfor Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park, the decision to de-designate exi sting wilderness, or both.

Chair Shriver reviewed Mr. Torgan’scomments. The Chair stated that in 2008, after agreat deal of work
had been conducted, a determination would be made asto whether or not the California State Park and
Recreation Commission had thelegal authority to take action related to Sunrise Powerlink. The Chair
stated that several of the evening’s speakers had expressed their desire for the Commission to take action
or voteonthisissueat thisevening's meeting. He explained that the Commission wasrequired to act
withinitsauthority and would therefore not be voting tonight, and he statedthat he wished to makeit un-
derstood that the Commission may never be called upon to conduct avote rel ated to Sunrise Powerlink.
The Chair emphasi zed that while the Commission may berequired to act at sometimeinthefuture, they
may never be called uponto do so.

Chair Shriver explained that he had made these statementsto ensure that everyone present, regardl ess of
their views, understood that they must continueto maketheir beliefsknown, not only to State Parksbut to
all stakeholdersinvolved with Sunrise Powerlink, especially their respective el ected representatives. Chair
Shriver encouraged al concerned to writelettersto their representatives and continue to expresstheir
convictions. Heencouraged citizensto visit their representativesin person and remaininvol ved throughout
what could be along and arduous process.

Chair Shriver commended all who had participated in thislate-night meeting. Hethanked everyonefor
attending and prai sed the uni queness and beauty of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.

AGENDA ITEM 3:

ADJOURNMENT

After asking againif anyonee sewould liketo comment, Chair Shriver thanked the attendeesafina time
and adjourned the meeting at 10:33 p.m.



